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SUBJECT: STATEMENTS BY EGYPTIAN AIR DEFENSE COMMANDER 

REE: CAIRO 10700 

1. LOCAL DAILIES JUNE 30 DEVOTE CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION 
TO PRESS CONEERENCE PREVIOUS DAY BY EGYPTIAN AIR DEFENSE 
COMMANDER MAJOR GENERAL HILMY AEIFI ON OCCASION OF AIR 
DEFENSE DAY. THRUST OF ARTICLES SELE-CONEIDENT 
(AHRAM HEADLINE: "EGYPT DEVELOPING AIR DEFENSE TO BE 
GREATER THAN IN OCTOBER 1973")., BUT AFIFI COMMENTS 
INDICATE THAT AIR DEFENSE FORCES EACING PROBLEMS IN 
MAINTAINING OPTIMUM READINESS. AFIFI NOTED THAT NO 
NEW MISSILES HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM SOVIETS SINCE 
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OCTOBER WAR, BUT ADDED THAT SOME SUPPLEMENTARY EQUIPMENT 
HAD BEEN MANUEACTURED BY AIO WHICH "RAISED COMBAT EF- 
FICIENCY OF ALREADY AVAILABLE WEAPONS". AFIFI LAUDED 
SADAT'S WEAPONS DIVERSIFICATION PROGRAM, BRAVELY PREDICTING 
THAT COMBINATION OE SOVIET AND WESTERN MILITARY TECHNOLOGY 
WILL GIVE EGYPT "BEST EQUIPMENT EOR NEXT BATTLE". 
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2. GENERAL AFIFI PRAISED RESEARCH EFFORTS BY EGYPTIAN 
MILITARY SCIENTISTS WHICH HAVE STRENGTHENED EGYPTIAN AIR 
DEFENSE CAPABILITIES AGAINST LOW-FLYING AIRCRAFT. IN 
ADDITION, ADVANCES IN ELECTRONIC COUNTER-MEASURES HAD 
BEEN IMPRESSIVE. GENERAL AFIFI CONCLUDED THAT EGYPTIAN 
AIR DEFENSE WOULD REMAIN IN STATE OF "MENTAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
CONFLICT" WITH ISRAEL AND EGYPTIANS NO LONGER NEEDED TO 
HEED MYTHS OF PRE-1973 CONCERNING "LONG ISRAELI AIR ARM" 

OR "LEGENDARY" QUALITY OF ISRAELI PILOTS. 

3. COMMENT: PRESS CONFERENCES BY EGYPTIAN GENERALS 
ARE RARE AND AFIFTS COMMENTS SHOULD BE VIEWED AS 
CONTINUATION OF CAMPAIGN (REFTEL) TO STRENGTHEN EGYPT'S 
NEGOTIATING STANCE AND ASSURE PUBLIC AND MILITARY 
CONCERNING MILITARY READINESS. AFIFI PUTS BEST POSSIBLE 
GLOSS ON AIR DEFENSE SITUATION, BUT COMMENT THAT DI- 
VERSIFICATION "SUITABLE ANSWER" TO SOVIET MILITARY 
CUTOFF, "UNTIL EGYPT HAS MANAGED TO CREATE ADVANCED 
MILITARY INDUSTRIES", INDICATES THAT AIR DEFENSE FORCES MAY BE 
IN PERIOD OF DECLINING READINESS. 
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